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“To grow our economy and protect 
our children from national bankruptcy, 

we’ve got to quit spending money 
we don’t have.”
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The Budget Debate:

Playing Offense



Democrats’ unsustainable spending is 
driving a debt crisis

• The Democrats’ $1.64 trillion deficit will be an all-time 
record and the third straight year that deficits have 
been above $1 trillion.

• The national debt under President Obama currently 
stands at $14.1 trillion, the largest debt in US history.



Democrats’ unsustainable spending is 
driving a debt crisis

• The President’s budget projects that in the fourth year of 
Democrat budgeting, the deficit for 2011 will be $1.64 trillion 
or 10.9 percent of GDP. 

• The $1.64 trillion Democrat deficit will be an all-time record 
and the third straight year that deficits have been above $1 
trillion.



Democrats’ unsustainable spending is 
driving a debt crisis

• Prior to Democrats taking control of the White House and 
Congress, the highest deficit in history was $458 billion in 
2008.  This year’s deficit will be 359 percent higher.  

• Democrats have squandered an estimated $1.16 trillion on 
their failed stimulus bill—$821 billion for the cost of the bill 
and $347 billion to pay the interest on the borrowed money.  



Democrats’ unsustainable spending is 
driving a debt crisis

• Despite Democrat claims that the stimulus would create 
jobs, unemployment has been at or above 9 percent for 21 
consecutive months for the first time since the Great 
Depression.

• Since taking control of Congress, Democrats have ballooned 
the gross national debt from $8.67 trillion to $14.1 trillion, an 
increase of $5.43 trillion or 63 percent.



Democrats’ unsustainable spending is 
driving a debt crisis

• It took the U.S. 220 years, from the presidencies of George 
Washington to Bill Clinton, to amass the amount of debt 
that Democrats added after just four years in power.



Democrats Have Increased The Debt
 At Record-Breaking Levels

• The national debt is currently $14.1 trillion.

• By 2021, the gross national debt—which includes inter-
governmental accounts—is estimated to reach $26.3 trillion, 
a ten-year increase of $12.2 trillion or 86 percent.



• Under the president’s budget, by 2021, the gross national 
debt will be 130 percent of national GDP.

• The national debt is $120,000 for every household in the 
U.S., and $45,000 for every man, woman & child in the 
country.
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Source: House Republican Budget Committee
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Admiral Mike Mullen
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs

July 6, 2010

“I think the biggest threat 
we have to our national 

security is our debt.”



Robert Samuelson
April 6, 2005

“This [entitlement spending] could trigger
 an economic and political death spiral.”



Erskine Bowles
Co-Chairman of the White House Fiscal Responsibility Commission

Former Clinton White House Chief of Staff
July 11, 2010

“This debt is like a cancer… 
It is truly going to destroy the country 

from within.”



Douglas Elmendorf
Director of the Congressional Budget Office

April 8, 2010

“U.S. fiscal policy is unsustainable, and 
unsustainable to an extent that it can't be 

solved through minor changes.”



The Democrats’ Spending Driven
 Debt Crisis Threatens Our Children



David Walker
Former GAO Comptroller General 

February 1, 2010

“So much of their money will be devoted to 
keeping the government afloat that they'll have 

relatively little for everything else in life. 
Their homes will be smaller and drabber. ... 

They'll still read about the consumer society 
and conspicuous consumption, but mainly in 

history texts.”



The Democrats’ Spending Driven
 Debt Crisis Threatens Our Economy



Ben Bernanke, Chairman of the Federal Reserve

“[I]t would be very helpful, even to the 
current recovery, to market confidence, if 

there were a sustainable credible plan for a 
fiscal exit.”
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The Budget Debate:

Playing Defense



The current economy and the nation’s record 21 straight 
months of unemployment above 9 percent, the longest such 
streak since the Great Depression, can be traced directly to 
an overly intrusive government’s intervention in the free 
market, the Democrats’ protection of political allies like 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, and a spending binge that has 
left the nation with a record $14.1 trillion debt.

“Republicans are responsible for the economic mess due to 
deregulation. President Obama and the Democrats pulled the nation 
back from the next Great Depression.”

DEMOCRAT CHARGE:

RESPONSE:



When Republicans provided every taxpayer in the U.S. with 
tax relief in 2003, the amount of revenue collected by the 
government went up by $700 billion over five years and the 
deficit went down.

“Republicans are responsible for the nation’s economic mess due to 
tax cuts for the rich, which led to large deficits.”

DEMOCRAT CHARGE:

RESPONSE:



According to the president’s budget, spending on anti-
poverty and income security programs has grown by 131 
percent in the last ten years. Government-wide spending has 
been growing at a record pace and often its extra funding is 
consumed by waste, fraud, abuse and duplication.

“Republicans are cutting vital services for the most needy, vulnerable 
and deserving in our society -- the children, elderly, veterans, etc.”

DEMOCRAT CHARGE:

RESPONSE:



•Everyone knows that Social Security 
and Medicare, which millions of 
Americans depend on, are on an 
unsustainable fiscal path. According 
to the most recent Trustees report, 
Social Security has a $7.9 trillion 
shortfall and Medicare is $30.8 trillion 
short of meeting its obligations. 
Doing nothing and maintaining the 
status quo is unacceptable and will 
leave these important programs 
bankrupt. 

•Republicans are determined to offer 
solutions to our current entitlement 
crisis that ensure the system will not 
be altered in any way for those 
currently receiving benefits. If 
Democrats refuse to face the fact that 
reform is essential to the existence of 
these programs, they must either 
support the death of Social Security 
and Medicare or massive tax increases 
on every American worker. Either 
Democrat option is unacceptable.

“Republicans are ‘privatizing’ Social Security and/or Medicare.”
DEMOCRAT CHARGE:

RESPONSE:



When the Democrats say “investments,” the American 
people hear “stimulus.” Two years ago, the Obama 
administration claimed that its $1.1 trillion “stimulus” bill 
would create over 3 million jobs. Since the “stimulus” became 
law, 2.5 million jobs have been lost and the nation has 
suffered from a record 21 straight months of unemployment 
above 9 percent, the longest such stretch since the Great 
Depression.

“Cuts in education and infrastructure ‘investments’ will harm 
economic growth and competitiveness.”

DEMOCRAT CHARGE:

RESPONSE:



For the first time in America’s history, the next generation could be 
less prosperous and have less opportunity than the generation 
that preceded it. Less opportunity and less freedom will not be the 
legacy that I leave the children in my district. The nation’s debt 
currently exceeds $14.1 trillion. The national debt is equal to 
$45,000 for every man, woman and child in my district and 
$120,000 for every family in my district. Nearly 40 cents of every 
dollar is borrowed, much of it from China, the very nation with 
which Americans have to compete.

“Congressman ________ is voting to cut jobs, school teachers, and 
important projects from his own district.”

DEMOCRAT CHARGE:

RESPONSE:



The President’s plan to freeze some discretionary spending comes 
after an unprecedented two year spending binge. The president’s 
freeze would slow the rate of government growth by less than one 
percent over the next decade. Meanwhile, under the president’s FY 
2012 budget we will amass $7.2 trillion in deficits over the same 
period.

“President Obama has acted decisively to freeze the discretionary 
spending.”

DEMOCRAT CHARGE:

RESPONSE:



Runaway spending, bailouts, takeovers, record debt and deficits, 
and the specter of massive tax increases under Democrat budgets 
have hindered economic growth. The Keynesian economic policies 
championed by Democrats have succeeded in creating record 
deficits and weakening America’s fiscal standing, but have 
absolutely failed to create jobs.

“The economy is improving, now is not the time to cut our 
investments when they are beginning to work.”

DEMOCRAT CHARGE:

RESPONSE:



Republicans are taking decisive action 
this week to reduce Washington 

spending.



• The CR contains over $100 billion in cuts compared to 
the President's request—fully meeting the spending 
reduction goal outlined in the Republican ‘Pledge to 
America’.

• CR terminates 149 Federal Programs.

Republicans are taking decisive action
 this week to reduce Washington spending



• The CR includes a provision to eliminate any 
unobligated “stimulus” funding approved in the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, saving the 
taxpayers as much as $2 billion. 

(Source: House Appropriations Committee)

Republicans are taking decisive action
 this week to reduce Washington spending



• This will be one of many bills that will significantly 
reduce spending this year -- beginning a process that 
will grow the economy, provide a better environment 
to create jobs and maintain the American dream for 
our children and grandchildren.

And We’re Just Getting Started!



Win The Battle At 30,000 Feet --
Not In The Trenches



Humanize the Debate



Humanize the Debate

Rich Calhoun
Winnsboro, Texas

“I have never felt so embarrassed and ashamed 
about anything I have done in my life as I do about 
leaving this mess in the laps of Tyler and Kaytlin, 
my precious grandkids. I have written both of them 
a heartfelt apology for them to read when they get 
old enough to understand what I allowed our 
country’s governing authority to do to them.”



Humanize the Debate

Dianne Ford
Kaufman, Texas

“I could not hire more employees or expand my 
business, and I would definitely have to close up 
shop. As a small business owner, I am very afraid of 
my future.”



We’re About Growth Economics -- 
 Not Root Canal Economics
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Play Offense,
NOT Defense!


