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It’s hard to leave Washington when there is important work left undone, but Democrats are 
preparing to adjourn this Congress without taking a vote to stop a massive $3.9 trillion job-
killing tax increase that will hit every American taxpayer. 
 

As they did with the federal government’s 2011 budget, House Democrats are walking away from 
their responsibility to govern and that is causing economic uncertainty for millions of small 
business owners.  More than thirty House Democrats joined us in calling on Speaker Pelosi to 
give the American people a full and open debate and an up or down vote on this critical issue.  
Instead, Speaker Pelosi is going to leave small business owners to wonder just how much higher 
their taxes will go on January 1st.

               
This adjournment offers us an important opportunity to go back to our districts and discuss our 
new governing agenda, A Pledge to America, with our constituents.  The American people need to 
know that House Republicans have been listening to their concerns and have created a blueprint 
that reflects their priorities.  We are ready to move forward with a plan that will create jobs, stop 
out-of-control spending and reform Congress. 

               
If there’s one message that we have heard over and over again this year from the American people 
it’s simply this: “We can do better.” House Republicans agree. We can do much better than the 
reckless bailouts and out-of-control spending that House Democrats have handed the American 
people, along with a growing tax bill to pay for their spending. We can and we will do better, and I 
hope you will seize every opportunity to spread that message to the people we are so honored to 
represent.

Sincerely,

Mike Pence
September 29, 2010
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America is more than a country.

America is an idea – an idea that free people can govern themselves, that government’s powers are 
derived from the consent of the governed, that each of us is endowed by their Creator with the 
unalienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. America is the belief that any man 
or woman can – given economic, political, and religious liberty – advance themselves, their 
families, and the common good.

America is an inspiration to those who yearn to be free and have the ability and the dignity to 
determine their own destiny.

Whenever the agenda of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the 
people to institute a new governing agenda and set a different course.

These first principles were proclaimed in the Declaration of Independence, enshrined in the 
Constitution, and have endured through hard sacrifice and commitment by generations of 
Americans.

In a self-governing society, the only bulwark against the power of the state is the consent of the 
governed, and regarding the policies of the current government, the governed do not consent.

An unchecked executive, a compliant legislature, and an overreaching judiciary have combined to 
thwart the will of the people and overturn their votes and their values, striking down 
longstanding laws and institutions and scorning the deepest beliefs of the American people.

An arrogant and out-of-touch government of self-appointed elites makes decisions, issues 
mandates, and enacts laws without accepting or requesting the input of the many.

Rising joblessness, crushing debt, and a polarizing political environment are fraying the bonds 
among our people and blurring our sense of national purpose.
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Like free peoples of the past, our citizens refuse to accommodate a government that believes it can 
replace the will of the people with its own. The American people are speaking out, demanding 
that we realign our country’s compass with its founding principles and apply those principles to 
solve our common problems for the common good.

The need for urgent action to repair our economy and reclaim our government for the people 
cannot be overstated.

With this document, we pledge to dedicate ourselves to the task of reconnecting our highest 
aspirations to the permanent truths of our founding by keeping faith with the values our nation 
was founded on, the principles we stand for, and the priorities of our people. This is our Pledge to 
America.

We pledge to honor the Constitution as constructed by its framers and honor the original intent 
of those precepts that have been consistently ignored – particularly the Tenth Amendment, which 
grants that all powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it 
to the states, are reserved to the states respectively, or to the people.

We pledge to advance policies that promote greater liberty, wider opportunity, a robust defense, 
and national economic prosperity.

We pledge to honor families, traditional marriage, life, and the private and faith-based 
organizations that form the core of our American values.

We pledge to make government more transparent in its actions, careful in its stewardship, and 
honest in its dealings.

We pledge to uphold the purpose and promise of a better America, knowing that to whom much 
is given, much is expected and that the blessings of our liberty buoy the hopes of mankind.

We make this pledge bearing true faith and allegiance to the people we represent, and we invite 
fellow citizens and patriots to join us in forming a new governing agenda for America.

October 2010	 3 	 pledge.GOP.gov

                     

A Pledge to America: The Preamble

http://www.gop.gov/
http://www.gop.gov/


                     

Taxes

• Washington Democrats are putting politics before the American people by failing to allow an 
up or down vote to stop a massive $3.9 trillion job-killing tax increase.

• Tax increases in January will affect every American taxpayer. According to the Tax 
Foundation, the average middle-income family that earns $63,366 will pay $1,540 more in 
taxes. 

• No American should face a tax increase on January 1, 2011, especially during the worst 
economy in decades.

• Democrat tax hikes would adversely impact the 75 percent of small business owners that file 
taxes at individual rates—the same small business owners responsible for nearly two-thirds of 
private sector job creation. 

• More than 30 House Democrats joined House Republicans in calling on Speaker Pelosi to 
allow a full and open debate and an up or down vote on tax increases.

• Tax increases are just the latest in a two-year barrage of job-killing policies from Washington 
Democrats.

Jobs

• The president’s stimulus bill remains a failure 19 months after it passed. Since it was signed 
into law, the economy lost about 3.6 million jobs (2.5 million net loss).

• Unemployment rose to 9.6 percent nationally for August and nearly 15 million Americans are 
out of work. The September unemployment report is due out on October 8.

• The national unemployment rate has been at 9.4 percent or higher for 16 consecutive months. 
The White House claimed that the president’s stimulus would keep unemployment from 
exceeding 8 percent.

Trade

• Washington Democrats are stalling progress on trade promotion which would increase U.S. 
exports and create jobs at home.

• Democrats are blocking the approval of signed trade deals with South Korea, Colombia and 
Panama, and the U.S. is falling behind its competitors in these markets.
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Spending

• Federal spending is out of control and the American people know it.

• According to the Congressional Budget Office, this year’s annual deficit will exceed $1.3 
trillion, with another trillion of red ink added in 2011, making three straight years of annual 
deficits that surpass $1 trillion.

• Washington Democrats have spent more than $5.81 trillion since President Obama took 
office, more than the spending of the first 20 months of the Clinton and Bush (43) 
administrations combined.

• Despite the exploding deficit, House Democrats failed to propose a budget.

Energy

• Washington Democrats’ climate legislation will result in a job-killing national energy tax paid 
for by families, manufacturers and small businesses.

• House Republicans support an all-of-the-above energy plan that promotes energy 
independence, creates jobs and incentivizes developing clean-energy alternatives.

ObamaCare

• House Republicans will fight to repeal ObamaCare and work on reforms that will lower the 
cost of health care.

• Polls show a majority of Americans continue to oppose ObamaCare. The most recent poll 
(Rasmussen, 9/24-25) reveals that 57 percent of likely voters favor repeal of the new health 
care law.

• In 2011, companies can expect their share of health care costs for employees to rise by almost 
9 percent, the largest jump in five years.  The combined average of premium and out-of-
pocket costs paid by employees is projected to increase by 12.4 percent ($486) to $4,386 
(according to an annual study by Hewitt Associates, a human resources firm).

• Six months after it was enacted, the new health care law has generated more than 4,100 pages 
of regulations.

• Fifty-one percent of America workers will lose their current employer-provided health  
insurance plan by 2013, according to the administration’s own estimates.
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National Security

• The Obama Administration continues “to reach out with an open hand, to the Iranian 
government,” even as Iran’s president continues to threaten Israel.

• House Republicans will continue to insist that our men and women fighting in harm’s way 
have the resources they need to defeat terrorists and defend the homeland.

• House Republicans will fight to insure that terrorists held at the Guantanamo Bay detention 
facility are kept off American soil.

• House Republicans will make securing the border a top priority – starting with enforcing our 
laws and establishing operational control over the border.

Life

• House Republicans support enacting a government-wide statutory prohibition on abortion 
funding.  

 
• Codifying the Hyde amendment and taking this comprehensive approach will reduce the need 

for the numerous separate abortion funding policies and ensure that no program or agency is 
exempt from this important safeguard.

Bailouts

• The president’s new small business lending bill is a retread of the wasteful TARP bailout of 
banks, with Democrats giving $30 billion of taxpayer money to the Treasury Secretary to 
purchase equity in small banks, with no guarantee that those banks will then lend to small 
businesses.

• Democrats have pumped $150 billion of taxpayer funded bailouts into Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac, but have not taken action to reform them. Fannie and Freddie continue to 
operate under policies that have exposed the taxpayer to trillions of dollars in liabilities.

• The president’s financial services legislation established a permanent bailout policy. 

• Implementation of the financial services law by federal regulators is also adding to the 
uncertainty in the economy as businesses await more government mandates.
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