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	KEY EFFORTS



State of Alabama

· The State-led Housing Task Force met in Birmingham May 18 to discuss strategies for providing permanent housing for those adversely affected by the April tornadoes.
· Clean Sweep briefings were held for local officials in Decatur and Rainsville.

Voluntary Agencies

· United Way of Central Alabama, which coordinates the 2-1-1 phone line, has received more than 21,000 calls since the April 27 storms occurred.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

· USACE has been assigned 49 debris-removal missions (Choctaw County and Towns of Langston, Hollywood, Stevenson added)
· Counties where the Corps currently has debris missions are: Bibb; Blount; Cherokee; Choctaw; Cullman; DeKalb; Elmore; Greene; Jackson; Lauderdale; Lawrence; Limestone; Madison; Marion; Monroe; Morgan; St. Clair; Tallapoosa; Tuscaloosa; and Walker.
· Cities and towns where the Corps has debris missions are: Blountsville; Cleveland; Cordova; Cullman; Dodge City; Dutton; Fairview; Fyffe; Garden City; Guntersville; Hackleburg; Henager; Holly Pond; Hollywood; Ider; Lakeview; Langston; Moody; Ragland; Rainsville; Reform; Section; Snead; South Vinemont; Southside; Stevenson; Sylvania; Sypsey City; and Tuscaloosa.
· 189 temporary housing site inspections completed

Small Business Administration

· SBA has issued 37,129 loan applications
· Free SBA assistance can be obtained at the disaster recovery centers or by calling the SBA customer service center number at 800-659-2955 (800 877-8339 TTY.)







Federal Emergency Management Agency

At a glance
· 70,120 registered for Individual Assistance
· $39,278,264 approved, including
· $28,344,047  for housing
· $10,934,216 for other needs
· 35,695  housing inspections completed
· 37,129  SBA applications issued
· $3,455,500 approved for SBA loans 
· 16,096  visits to Disaster Recovery Centers

· Fifty-two kickoff meetings have been scheduled to inform local officials of the Public Assistance process. Eighteen meetings have taken place.

· Critical facilities-- Destroyed: Birmingham Fire Station #18 (Jefferson County); Kowaliga Fire Station #2 (Elmore County). Major damage: EMS Facility in Cullman County. Tuscaloosa County Emergency Management and Salvation Army are damaged and unusable. Cullman County Courthouse is damaged (repairs should be completed in 10 days). Multiple state correctional facilities received damage.  A full Damage Assessment Report is being completed. USACE issued a Notice to Proceed (NTP) for 18 facilities in seven counties.

· Temporary housing-- All 11 pads with temporary housing units occupied in Phil Campbell. Twenty-five pads being installed in Hamilton. Twenty-nine pads on commercial sites identified in St. Clair County. Three sites near completion in Cullman County. Working on potential sites in DeKalb County, Walker County and Cordova. Thirty-one pads leased in Tuscaloosa County. Working on potential sites near Cordova. Strike teams active statewide.

· FEMA will approach colleges and universities in the state about building Safe Room models.

· To date, FEMA Mitigation specialists have counseled 2,337 disaster survivors about ways to lessen damages from hazards in the future.

· To consider insured disaster survivors for all forms of federal assistance, FEMA asks survivors to provide necessary insurance coverage information. Without this information, FEMA makes an initial eligibility determination based solely on the information supplied. If key information is missing, FEMA has no choice other than to indicate applicant ineligibility. Those who receive letters stating they are ineligible should read the correspondence to the end. Often, these letters simply require more complete information or documentation. FEMA must determine the status of an insurance settlement to avoid duplicate reimbursement for damage. FEMA representatives have begun making calls to more than 15,000 people who registered and said they had insurance coverage. Those who believe a determination letter is in error should call the FEMA helpline (800-621-3362 or TTY 800-462-7585) and request another inspection of the damage.

· Why Separate Debris? Debris separation allows some construction material to be salvaged for reuse or recycling. The remainder will be disposed of in a state-permitted landfill. Computer monitors and games, televisions, cell phones and other electronics often contain elements that can be toxic, such as lead, cadmium and mercury, and so must be handled separately. Tree branches, leaves, logs and plants will be composted, burned or taken to a state-permitted disposal area. When mixed together, some household items might catch fire, react, explode, or release toxins into soil and water. This is why it’s always important to separate household cleaners, old oil-based paint cans, fuels, fertilizers, solvents and cleaners. Large household appliances – or white goods – may contain refrigerants, mercury or regulated oils that can damage the environment. 

· FEMA is working with Tuscaloosa officials and the Salvation Army on strategies to have a homeless shelter operational as quickly as possible, replacing one that was destroyed.

· 3,508 survivors referred for pre-placement housing interviews; 2,101 interviews completed

· Alabama Emergency Management Agency and FEMA employees have a joint commitment to addressing the access and functional needs of people with disabilities. Both are participating in daily conference calls with over 35 organizations. We are working to identify solutions to address unmet needs.

· The Alabama Emergency Management Agency, FEMA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers are providing flyers to help people understand how to separate debris. The flyer is also available online:
·  ENGLISH: http://www.fema.gov/photolibrary/photo_details.do?id=47222 
· SPANISH: http://www.fema.gov/photolibrary/photo_details.do?id=47217

· Homeowners may be eligible for FEMA assistance even if they have insurance. Some insurance policies do not include coverage for additional living expenses. Survivors may be eligible for temporary housing assistance until they can rebuild. They may also qualify for low-interest disaster loans for losses that are not covered by insurance or other disaster assistance programs. FEMA may be able to help those who have agreed to a settlement from their insurance and still have an unmet disaster-related need. They may have exhausted the Additional Living Expenses (ALE) provided by their insurance company.

· Applicants are being asked to let FEMA know of any updates to their application information, such as change of address or phone numbers and any insurance settlements. Call 800-621-3362 and select the “help” option.  

· To find the most convenient disaster recovery center, survivors may go to http://go.usa.gov/CDc. Or call the FEMA helpline. They may also get locations through mobile devices at m.fema.gov. 

· Through the FEMA Housing Portal, individuals and families who have been displaced by a disaster can find a place to live. The website address is www.fema.gov, click on Apply for Assistance, and then click on Search for Available Housing.

1. HUD also provides help finding housing. Go to the National Housing Locator Service at http://portal.hud.gov/app_nhls/. Other housing resources may be available on commercial websites.

· Alabama has 42 counties eligible for individual and household disaster assistance. They are: Autauga, Bibb, Blount, Calhoun, Chambers, Cherokee, Chilton, Choctaw, Clarke, Colbert, Coosa, Cullman, DeKalb, Elmore, Etowah, Fayette, Franklin, Greene, Hale, Jackson, Jefferson, Lamar, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Limestone, Madison, Marengo, Marion, Marshall, Monroe, Morgan, Perry, Pickens, Shelby, St. Clair, Sumter, Talladega, Tallapoosa, Tuscaloosa, Walker, Washington and Winston counties.







PHOTOS/VIDEOS/ONLINE RESOURCES

FEMA website: http://www.fema.gov
FEMA Media Library: http://www.fema.gov/medialibrary/media_records/3987
Applying for assistance: http://www.disasterassistance.gov/
FEMA Photo Library: http://www.fema.gov/photolibrary/
Volunteer: www.ServeAlabama.gov.
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/AlabamaEMA
FEMA blog: http://blog.fema.gov/
FEMA mobile site: http://m.fema.gov/
Find a Recovery Center: http://blog.fema.gov/2011/05/mobile-site-find-disaster-recovery.html
FEMA Espanol: http://m.fema.gov/esp
Put a FEMA widget on your site: http://www.fema.gov/help/widgets/
FEMA Alabama news releases: http://www.fema.gov/news/event.fema?id=14232
Recovery Center locator: http://www.fema.gov/drclocator
National Housing Locator: http://portal.hud.gov/app_nhls/
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: http://www.sam.usace.army.mil/
SBA Disaster Loans: http://www.sba.gov/category/navigation-structure/loans-grants/small-business-loans/disaster-loans
Alabama Tornado Casualties: http://blog.al.com/wire/2011/04/alabama_tornado_casualties_a_l.html
Recovery Information: http://recoveryalabama.com/
Debris Removal Guidelines Illustration (English): http://go.usa.gov/jBk
Spanish: http://go.usa.gov/jB0
