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H.Res. 734 — Expressing the Sense of the House of Representatives regarding the

withholding of information relating to corruption in Iraq

FLOOR SITUATION
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734 is being considered on the floor under a closed rule. The rule:

Provides one hour of general debate equally divided and controlled by the Chairman and
Ranking Republican Member of the Oversight and Government Reform Committee.

Waives all points of order against consideration of the resolution and provides that the
resolution shall be considered as read.

Provides one motion to recommit without instructions.

Representative Henry Waxman (D-CA) introduced the H.Res. 734 on October 12, 2007. The bill
was referred to the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, but never considered.

The bill is expected to be considered on the floor on October 16, 2007.

SUMMARY
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734 resolves that it is the sense of the House of Representatives that:

As Congress considers the President's request for over $150 billion more for the war in

Iraq, it is essential that Congress and the people of the United States know the extent of
corruption in the Iragi government and whether corruption is fueling the insurgency and
endangering members of the United States Armed Forces;

It was wrong to retroactively classify portions of the report titled “Stabilizing and
Rebuilding Iraq: U.S. Ministry Capacity Development Efforts Need an Overall Integrated
Strategy to Guide Efforts and Manage Risk”, which was released by the Comptroller
General of the United States at the hearing of the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform on October 4, 2007, and other statements that are embarrassing but
do not meet the criteria for classification;

It is an abuse of the classification process to withhold from Congress and the people of
the U.S. broad assessments of the extent of corruption in the Iragi Government; and



» The directive that prohibits Federal Government officials from providing Congress and
the people of the United States with “broad statements/assessments which judge or
characterize the quality of Iraqi governance or the ability/determination of the Iraqi
government to deal with corruption, including allegations that investigations were
thwarted/stifled for political reasons” should be rescinded.

BACKGROUND

On October 4, 2007, the Comptroller General of the United States, David Walker; the Special
Inspector General for Irag Reconstruction, Stuart Bowen; and State Department Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Near East Affairs, Ambassador Lawrence Butler, testified before the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform regarding corruption in Irag.

While the resolution provides quotes from David Walker (“widespread corruption undermines
the efforts to develop the government’s capacity”), it fails to include a complete picture of his
testimony — “In general terms it’s not the U.S. government’s responsibility, nor is it appropriate,
for us to investigate Iragi sovereign money...” as well as “None of us should underestimate the
challenges of establishing strong and transparent government institutions in the wake of a
dictatorship where corruption is woven into the very fabric of governing.”

The resolution also mentions that “the State Department instructed officials not to answer
questions in an open setting” regarding Iragi corruption or governance. It fails, however, to
mention that the State Department instead offered information on these sensitive and classified
subjects in the appropriately secure setting.

STAFF CONTACT
For questions or further information contact Shea Loper at (202) 226-2302.



