
 
 

February 7, 2007 
 

H.Res. 120 – Recognizing the African American spiritual as a national treasure 
 
 
Floor Situation 
H.Res. 120 is being considered on the floor under suspension of the rules and will require 
a two-thirds majority vote for passage.  This legislation was introduced by Representative 
Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) on January 31, 2007, and has not been considered by any 
committee in the 110th Congress. 
 
H.Res. 120 is expected to be considered on February 7, 2007. 
 
 
Summary 
H.Res. 120 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

 Recognizes that African American spirituals are a poignant and powerful genre of 
music that have become one of the most significant segments of American music 
in existence 

 Expresses the deepest gratitude, recognition, and honor to the former enslaved 
Africans in the United States for their gifts to our Nation, including their original 
music and oral history 

 Requests that the President issue a proclamation that reflects on the important 
contribution of African American spirituals to American history, and names the 
African American spiritual a national treasure. 

 
 
Background 
In 1619, slavery was introduced into the European colonies, and enslaved Africans 
remained in bondage until 1865, when the United States ratified the 13th amendment to 
the Constitution. 
 
As a method of survival, enslaved African Americans who were forbidden to speak their 
native languages, play musical instruments they had used in Africa, or practice their 
traditional religious beliefs, relied on their strong African oral tradition of songs, stories, 
proverbs, and historical accounts to create this original music, now known as spirituals. 
African American spirituals spread all over the United States, and the songs we know of 
today may only represent a small portion of the total number of spirituals that once 
existed. 



 
The American Folklife Preservation Act (Public Law 94-201; 20 U.S.C. 2101 note) finds 
that `the diversity inherent in American folklife has contributed greatly to the cultural 
richness of the nation and has fostered a sense of individuality and identity among the 
American people.' 
 
Staff Contact: 
For questions or further information contact Chris Vieson at (202) 226-2302. 
 


