
 
 
 

H.Res. 485 - Expressing appreciation for the profound public service and 
educational contributions of Donald Jeffry Herbert, fondly known as "Mr. Wizard" 
 
 
Floor Situation  
H.Res. 485 is being considered on the floor under suspension of the rules and will require 
a two-thirds majority vote for passage.  This legislation was introduced by Rep. Vern 
Ehlers (R-MI) on June 14, 2007. The bill was ordered to be reported from the Committee 
on Education and Labor.  
 
H.Res. 485 is expected to be considered on the floor on June 18, 2007. 
 
 
Summary 
H.Res. 485 expresses appreciation for the profound public service and educational 
contributions of Donald Jeffry Herbert, fondly known as `Mr. Wizard' who passed away 
at the age of 89.   
 
 
Background 
Don Herbert was born in Waconia, Minnesota and graduated from the La Crosse State 
Teacher's College in Wisconsin in 1940 where he trained to be a science teacher.  He 
volunteered for the U.S. Army Air Corps and served in the Atlantic theater earning the 
Distinguished Flying Cross and the Air Medal with three oak leaf clusters.  Don 
conceived and wrote the 'Watch Mr.Wizard' show that first aired on National Television 
in 1951 on NBC and until 1964 Don starred in the show.  the National Science 
Foundation and the American Chemical Society lauded Don Herbert and his show for 
promoting interest in science and his contributions to science education and has since 
been recognized by numerous awards. 
 
According to the Museum of Broadcast Communications:  
 
“Herbert sold his idea for Mr. Wizard to WNBQ-TV, the Chicago outlet for NBC and the 
series premiered on 3 March 1951, with Herbert as the Wizard.  Within four months the 
series had climbed to third place among children's programs in ARB ratings and its 
audience was growing. Three years into his network run, there were more than 5,000 Mr. 
Wizard Science Clubs across North America with a membership totaling in excess of 
100,000. The total number of Mr. Wizard fan clubs would increase nearly tenfold to 
50,000, notwithstanding these accomplishments; NBC canceled the series on 5 



September 1965.  On 11 September 1971 NBC revived Watch Mr. Wizard but Herbert's 
old leisurely pace of the 1950s seemed outdated and the show left the air on 2 September 
1972.  

Undaunted by his second cancellation, and challenged by the NSF to create an awareness 
of science in children, in the early 1970s Herbert and his wife Norma developed Mr. 
Wizard Close-Ups for broadcast on NBC's daily morning schedule. At the end of the 
decade, the husband and wife team also developed traveling elementary school assembly 
programs featuring young performers and live science demonstrations. By 1991, these 
tours were annually presenting programs to approximately 3,000 schools and 1.2 million 
students. 

With NSF and General Motors financial backing, in 1980 Herbert began production of 
How About--a long running series of 80-second reports on developments in science and 
technology to be used as inserts in local news programs across the country. In time, the 
series would earn special praise from the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science-Westinghouse Science Journalism awards committee. Not content to rest on his 
laurels, in 1984 Herbert developed an updated and faster-paced Mr. Wizard's World that 
was seen three times a week on Nickelodeon, the children's cable network.” 
(Museum of Broadcast Communications: Watch Mr. Wizard) 

 
Staff Contact
For questions or further information contact Luke Hatzis at (202) 226-2302. 

http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/W/htmlW/watchmrwiz/watchmrwiz.htm

