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H.Con.Res. 80 - Calling on the Government of Uganda and the Lord's Resistance
Army (LRA) to recommit to a political solution to the conflict in northern Uganda
and to recommence vital peace talks, and urging immediate and substantial support
for the ongoing peace process from the United States and the international
community

Floor Situation

H.Con.Res. 80 is being considered on the floor under suspension of the rules and will
require a two-thirds majority vote for passage. This legislation was introduced by Rep.
Henry Johnson (D-GA) on March 3, 2007. The bill was ordered to be reported from the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

H.Con.Res. 80 is expected to be considered on the floor on June 18, 2007.

Summary

H.Con.Res. 80 calls on the Government of Uganda and the Lord's Resistance Army
(LRA) to recommit to a political solution to the conflict in northern Uganda and to

recommence Vvital peace talks, and urging immediate and substantial support for the
ongoing peace process from the United States and the international community and
resolves the following:

> disapproves of the LRA leadership's inconsistent commitment to resolving the
conflict in Uganda peacefully,

» urges the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) and the Government of Uganda to return
to negotiations in order to extend and expand upon the existing ceasefire and to
recommit to pursuing a political solution to this conflict,

» entreats all parties in the region to immediately cease human rights violations and
address, within the context of a broader national reconciliation process in Uganda,
issues of accountability and impunity for those crimes against humanity already
committed,

» presses leaders on both sides of the conflict in Uganda to renounce any intentions
and halt any preparations to resume violence and to ensure that this message is
clearly conveyed to armed elements under their control, and,;

> calls on the Secretary of State, the Administrator of the United States Agency for
International Development, and the heads of other similar governmental agencies
and nongovernmental organizations within the international community to
continue and augment efforts to alleviate the humanitarian crisis in northern



Uganda and to support a peaceful resolution to this crisis by publicly and
forcefully reiterating the preceding demands.

Background

For nearly two decades, the Government of Uganda has been engaged in an armed
conflict with the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) that has resulted in up to 200,000 deaths
from violence and disease and the displacement of more than 1,600,000 civilians from
eastern and northern Uganda.

In the 2004 Northern Uganda Crisis Response Act (PL 108-283) introduced by Sen. Russ
Feingold, Congress declared its support for a peaceful resolution of the conflict in
northern and eastern Uganda and called for the United States and the international
community to assist in rehabilitation, reconstruction, and demobilization efforts.

On August 20, 2006, The Cessation of Hostilities Agreement, which was mediated by the
Government of Southern Sudan and signed by representatives of the Government of
Uganda and the LRA and was extended on November 1, 2006, required both parties to
cease all hostile military and media offensives and asks the Sudan People's Liberation
Army to facilitate the safe assembly of LRA fighters in designated areas for the duration
of the peace talks. This Agreement expired on February 28, 2007 and although both
parties to the agreement have indicated that they are willing to continue with the peace
talks, no date has been set for resumption of the talks, and recent reports have suggested
that both rebel and Government forces are preparing to return to war.
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