Sent: fiday, Sep ember 14, 2012 5:09 PN
: Vietar. Bhodes BenjaminJ.;|  AUSS frscS
Subject: - evnséd HPSCI Talking. Points for Review-- . -
Colleagues:

Apologies for the delay.
Please review this revised version:

'HPSCI White Paper Talking Points-for Use with the Media
14-September 2012

The currently available information suggests that the deménstrations in'Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by -
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo-and evolved into a-direct assault'against the US:Consulate-and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a
demonstration in front of the Embassy and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy.

The crowd almost certainly was a mixof.individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is
on-going as to who is.responsible for the violence. That bemg said, we ‘do know that Islamic extremists participated
in the violent demonstrations.

Initial press reporting linked'the attack to Ansaral-Sharia. The group has since released a statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia’s
Facebook page aims to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false
interpretations of 'Islam,,accordi'hg'to an open source studjg. :

The wide availability of weapons and experlenced ﬁghters in leya almost certainly.contributed to the lethality of
the attacks. : :

The Agency has produced numerotis pieces on the threat of extremists linked-to al-Qaeda in'Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These noted that, since April, there have been at least five other-attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June.attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We c¢annot rule out
that individuals had previously surveilled the US faciliﬁe_s,.gl;p contributing to-the efficacy of the attacks.

. Y ’
The US Government is'working with.Libyan authorities and intelligence:partners in an effort to help bring to justice
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens:

Thanks,
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'From{ Cl4 6! ’4 o 1
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 5:09 PM '

To:
ccl

S eems mea ftemes s s inmad e el 00 S ULV G 0 5 S B S S P g

ommv: Rhodes, Benjamin J.;
(/4 o< 4  Bhawn.Tumer

e N¢ e . 1. .
f’\z‘>> 7HAESS vt ASS
7

Subject: Revised HPSCI -Talking Points for Review

Colleagues:

Apologies for the delay.

. Please review this revised version:

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

The currently available information suggests that the ‘demonstrationsin Benghazi-were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the.US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into: adirect assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex.- This assessment may change as: additional information is collected and. analyzed'and currently available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media.reports calling for a
demonstration in front of the Embassy and that jihadists were th_réatening to break into the Embassy.

The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan.society. The investigation Is
on-going as to who is responsible for the wolence That bemg said, we do know.that Islamic extremlsts participated

in the violent demonstrations.

Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia..-The group has since released a statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's
Facebook page aims to‘spread sharia.in Libya and. emphasizes the need for jihad to:counter what it views as false
interpretations;of Islam, accordmg to_.an open source:study.

The wide availability of weaporis and ‘experienced-fi ghters in Libya almost certainly:contributed to the lethality of
the attacks.

The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These: noted that, since April; there have been at least five other attacks against foreigri interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants; mcludmg the June attack against the British Ambassador's.convoy. We cannot rule out
that individuals had previously surveilled the Us facilities, also contributing | to the efficacy of the attacks.

The US Government is wiorking with Libyan authontles and mtelligence partners in-an.effort to help bring to justice

‘those responsible-for the déaths of US citizens.

Y

-



A 074

From: 14 _0f7 o . | .

Sent: . T I_Eudamﬁenl.ember 14:2012 5:20 PM

To: ' FR 1 FR$SS ]
P et et :

Subject: FW: Revised HPSCI Talking Poiits for Review

Colleagues:
.
These are talking points for HPSCI’s use with the media. They asked the DCIA for them today.
White House is reviewing and DNI'is'aware.

Lhief, Media Relations
CIA Office of Public Affairs

J ptember 14, 2012 5:09 PM
: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin ;[ AUCS /7i5s v/ /7ds s

Cee | (/4 «c4Shawn S Turner d

Subject: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for. Review

Colleagues:
Apologies for.the delay.

Please review this revised version:

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
' 14September 2012 . :

e The currently available information suggesis that the demonstrations in Benghazi-were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at.the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment.may.change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available
information continues to be evaluated. -On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling fora -
demonstration in front of the Embassy and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy.

e The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is
on-going as to who is responsible for the violence. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated
in the violent demonstrations..

Initial pressreporting linked the-attack toAnsar él—S,ﬁaria.. The group has ince released a statement that its
leadership-did not order the attacks, but did not:deny that;some of its members were involved. Ansar-al-Sharia's

‘1



Facebook page aims to spread sharia in'Libya and emphiasizes the néed for jihad to counter what it views as false
interpretations of Islam; according'to an open source study.

° The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certalnly contributed to.the lethality of
the attacks. o ' : :

o The Agency has produced humerous piéces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These noted that; since-April, there have been at least five other:attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British. Ambassador's convoy. We.cannot rule out
that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilitiés, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks.

o The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners-in an effort to help bring to justice
those responsible for the deaths of US. citizens. ’

Chief, Media Relations
CIA Office of Public Affairs.
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From: N7 LA

Sent: i emiber 14, 2012 6:04 PM . :

To: L1 0F4 | AR/ FRSS ]
L e Cid scd. ' T

Subject: . RE:.Revised HPSCI Talking: Points for Review:

Colleagues:

I'm told that Chalrman Rogers intends to use these talking points on Sunday.
Kindly respond to this note indicating that you've reviewed these talking poirits ASAP.
Thanks,

4 e

From:| (/.4 o/%] A
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 5:20 PM
To: 81 5SS
Ce: |/ g
Subject: FW: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for'Review

Colleagues:

FYL.

.hese are talking points for HPSCI’s use with the media. Théy-ésked the DCIA for thern. today..

White House is reviewing and DNLis aware.

~ V4l
Ok

Chief, Media Relations
.CIA Office of Public Affairs
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From: ¢/} ¢/%

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 5:09 PM
2,

To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; | AJSS ARs5sS A 5 S s
Ce:|/1.{, |Shawn S Tumer -
Su : Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review:

Colléagues:
Apologies for the delay..

Please review this revised version:
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;'ro.m: . Vietor, Tommy [Thomas_F._Vietor .
ent: . Frida Se tember 14, 2012 6:21 :
Yor /A Rhodes, BenjammJ FM NS /” TR _I

«' va/ 725 55
4, hawn S Tumer :
evnsed HPSCI Talking. Pomts for Review

/2 |1 know you're trying to move these fast so here’: s an initlal round of edits. One small tweak in sentence 3 of
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also like to make sure the hlghlighted portions are full coordinated with
the State Department in the.event that they get mquries .

HPSCI White Paper Taiking-Po'irits for'Use with the Media
14 'Septemb‘er 2012

The currently available mformatlon suggests that the:demonstrations iri-Benghazi were.spontaneously msplred by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo-and evolved into a direct assauilt against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment.may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available
information continues to be evaluated: On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling fora .
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that. jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy.

The crowd almost certainly was a mix-of individuals from:across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is

- on-going as to who is responsible for the violence. Thatbeing said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated

Fom o0 o0 ]

Sent: Friday, September 14 2012 5:

in the violent demonstrations.

Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since.reléased a statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharla's
Facebook page aims to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for Jihad to counter what it views as false
interpretations of Islam, according to an open.source study.

The wide availability of weapons and experienced fi ghters in leya almost certainly contributed'to the lethality of
the attacks.

The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These noted that, since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign iriterests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out
that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks.

The US Government is working with Libyan-authorities and intelligence partners.in an-effort to help bring to justice
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. )

To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; I NSS_ risS R Dsc s ]

Cc:l /4 oc 4 ,
Subject: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Colléagues:
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From: c/ :
Sent: ‘Friday, September 14, 2012 6:24 PM
Yo Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, BenjaminJ.;| A, << /Zrscs
__Q /755 S - ‘ ‘
Ce: ; (A ShawnS Tumer
Subject: :

evised HPSCI Talking Points for Review

Thar_\ks very much for your prompt response, :I'ommy.

Will send over to STATE.

ClA %
From: Vietor, Tommy [mailto: Thomas_F._Vietor{
: Fridav. September 14, 2012 6:21 PM . e i
|Rhodes, Benfamin J. INSS AR5SS e fF 5SS
Shawn S Turner R
E: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review:

T T

Eﬁn | know you're trying to move these fast so hiere’s an initial round of edits. One small tweak in sentence 3 of
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also like to make sure the highlighted portions are full coordinated with
the State Department in the event that they get inquries. v

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
-14:September 2012

e The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations‘in Benghazi wére spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as.additional information is collected and analyzed and currently. available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of.social media reports calling fora -
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy.

o. The crowd almost certainly was a mix ofindividuals from-across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is
‘on-going as to who is responsible for. the violence. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated
in the violent demonstrations. . L '

o Initial press reporting linked the attack to-Ansar dl-Sharia. The group has since released a statement that its
; leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its: members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia’s
Facebook page aims to.spread shariain Libya and emphasizes the needfor jihad to counter what it views as false

interpretations of Islam;.according to an open source study. -

¢ The wide availability of weapons and experienced fightersin Libya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of
the attacks.

e The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to.al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These noted that, since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador’s convoy. We cannot rule out
that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the-efficacy of the attacks.
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From: A &/
§ent: Fnday, Sleptember 14, 2012 6:33 PM
o: ' nulandvj L(/ 72 OC A < —a -~ /AP
ch: ,—/’4.d' (44 A = S 2 // 17
Subjgct: HPSCI. Talking Points for review
Colleagues:.

HPSCI reqhested-these'talkers from the DCIA this morning.

The White House has reviewed them and wanted to ensure that you saw them — especially thé portions
highlighted by the White House. ;

Kindly indicate that you have reviewed these po‘ir’gt_‘s.‘ We are:planning on transmitting t‘ht;.'m to the Hill tonight.

Thanks,

ek s

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012. .

The currently available inférmation suggests that the demonstrations‘in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as. additional information is collected and analyzed.and currently available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists wefe threateriing to‘break into the Embassy.

The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is
on-going as to who is responsible for the violence. That being said, we: do know that Islamic extremists participated

in the violent demonstrations.

Initial press reporting linked the- attack to Ansar-al-Sharia. The group has'since released a statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not'deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's
Facebook page aims to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false

interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study.

The wide availability of weapons and experienced-fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of
the attacks. '

The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat’ of extremists linked to al-Qaeda In Benghazi and eastern
Libya. These noted that, since April, there have been at least five-other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack‘against the British ‘Ambassador's convoy. ‘We cannot rule out
that individuals had previously-surveilled the Us facilities, also contrlbutmg to the efficacy of the attacks.

The US Government is working.with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring to justice
those responsible for the déaths of US.citizens.
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Froni: Shawn S Tumer

?ent: Fri tember 14, 2012 6:41 PM :

0: ) ‘ ; Rhodes; Benj amin J.; USS Zi5Cs
oA ,'.,zix/ y: Lol [v/ -] o6 &b

Ce: /A o< A

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Reviéw.-

I've been.very careful not to say we issued a ‘warning. Any concerns with adjusting the first highlighted line to say:

o On 10 September we notified Embassy-Cairo-of social medua reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging
jihadists to break into the Embassy.

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:24 PM
To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Ben]ammJ e T s

Cc.l’—:,]/m Shawn S Tumer L NES ‘:ér>, NN L7255S A—’
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Poinls for Review:

Thanks_ very much for your prompt response, Tommy.

Will send over to .STATE.

Crd ¢

e e e breamtae e by e e - n g or R R

“rom: V‘etor, Tommy maalto Tho F V‘etor
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sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:21 PM .~ - o _
To:| /.4 »/ ¢ | Rhodes, Berijamin J.; ,\, Porce tnids Rcs
Cc: [°*, 4 Shawn S Tumer it 85, N FREcs ]

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talklng Pomts for Revuew

WJHI know you’re trying to move these fast so heré’s an initial round of edits.-One small tweak in sentence 3 of
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denls would alsoike to make sure the highllghted portions are full coordinated with
the State Department in the event that they get inquries. K '

HPSCI White_ Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
14 September 2012

o. The currently available information suggests that the demonstratlbns' in-Benghazi‘were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its-annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently-available
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling fora
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists. were threatening to break into.the Embassy.

o The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is
on-going as to who-is responsuble for the: vnolence That being said; we do know that Islamic extremists participated

in the violent demonstrations.

Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansaral-Sharia. The group has since released a statement that its
leadership did not order the attacks; but did not deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's

'1 -



(B

From: ¢ -
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:43 PM
o: . Shawn S Turner;[ <,/ -/ Nietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamind.;| /VS< /77¢
. ‘ LAAE 5SS Nuland, Victoria J;| £~ 5 /7

c: rdotg -
Subject: . RE: Revised HPSC]I Talking Points for Review. ‘ ’ :

Looping in State. | think that’s a good adjustment.

. o) o e (e S R, B¢ o eNAR e NnUmESEe I

From: Shawn S Turner
A September 14, 2012 6:41 PM
¢ Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; NCS F258S  wpit FRESS

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review
I've been very careful not to say we issued a Waming; Any cdn;er.h; with adj_usting the first highlighted line to say:

e On 10 Septemiber we notified Embassy Cairo of soc_ia'I' media reports calling for a-demonstration and encouraging
jihadists to break into the Embassy.

14
day, September 14, 2012 6:24 PM
To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; | NSS faisS vk fRYss
= |<77 _]Shawn S Turner 7 ]
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review.

Thanks very much for your prompt response, Tommy.

Will send over to STATE.

From: ‘Vietor, Tommy ilto: Thomas iet

: September 14, 2012 6:21 PM
To:|<74 074 | Rhodes, Benjamin J.; NSC L15SS__oupf 72555

Ce: "7, [Shawn S Tumer :
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI.Talking Points for Reviéw

.4523 I know you’re trying to.move these fast so here’s an initial round of edits. One small tweak in sentence 3.of
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also like to make.sure the highlighted portions are full coordinated with

the State Department in the event that they get inquries.

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media
= 14 September 2012
The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collécted and analyzed and currently available
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