
 
 
 

H.R. 1943 – Stop AIDS in Prison Act of 2007 
 
 
FLOOR SITUATION 
H.R. 1943 is being considered on the floor under suspension of the rules and will require 
a two-thirds majority vote for passage.  This legislation was introduced by Representative 
Maxine Waters (D-CA) on April 19, 2007.  The bill was ordered to be reported from the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, by voice vote, on July 25, 2007.   
 
H.R. 1943 is expected to be considered by the House of Representatives on September 
25, 2007. 
 
 
SUMMARY 
H.R. 1943 authorizes such sums as are necessary for the United States Bureau of Prisons 
to develop and implement a comprehensive policy to provide regular HIV testing, 
treatment, and prevention programs for prison inmates within one year of enactment of 
this Act.   

Initial Testing 
H.R. 1943 requires that medical personnel provide HIV testing to all new inmates upon 
admission to prison and that all prisoners are provided with HIV testing within six 
months of enactment of this Act.  

*Note: The Bureau of Prisons currently performs HIV testing on those inmates who are 
sentenced to six months or more in prison only if they are determined to be at risk for 
HIV.   

Long Term Plan 
The bill requires that all prisoners are provided with: 

 Pre and post HIV test counseling services; 

Frequent, culturally sensitive, and multilingual educational HIV/AIDS programs 
with information on modes of transmission and methods of treatment and 
prevention; 

An HIV test upon request once a year, or “whenever an inmate has a reason to 
believe the inmate has been exposed to HIV;” 



Timely, comprehensive medical treatment, confidential counseling, and voluntary 
partner notification services to inmates that test positive for HIV/AIDS; 

*Note: The Congressional Budget Office estimates that the cost of providing 
additional medical services for newly diagnosed inmates would be nearly $1 
million a year.   

Confidential protection of inmates’ tests, diagnosis, and treatment; and,  

The option to opt-out of routine HIV testing. 

Report on Hepatitis and Other Diseases 
H.R. 1943 requires the United States Bureau of Prisons to report to Congress on the 
Bureau’s policies and procedures to provide testing, treatment, and prevention education 
programs for Hepatitis and other diseases transmitted through sexual activity and 
intravenous drug use. 

 
BACKGROUND 
The Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics reports that in 2003, 2.0% of State 
prison inmates and 1.1% of Federal prison inmates were known to be infected with HIV.  
Of the 23,964 inmates known to be HIV positive at that time, an estimated 5,944 were 
confirmed AIDS cases.  (September 2005, Bureau of Justice Statistics Bulletin) 

In an April 21, 2006 report, the Centers for Disease control reported that “the estimated 
prevalence of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection is nearly five times higher 
for incarcerated populations (2.0%) (1) than for the general U.S. population (0.43%).”   
 
 
COST 
The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) estimates that implementing H.R. 1943 would 
cost about $3 million in fiscal year 2008 and $12 million over the 2008-2012 period, 
assuming appropriation of the necessary funds.  (CBO cost estimate on H.R. 1943) 
 
 
STAFF CONTACT 
For questions or further information contact Matt Lakin at (202) 226-2302. 
 

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/hivp03.pdf
http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/86xx/doc8610/hr1943.pdf

