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H.Res. 518 – Recognizing the 50th anniversary of Malaysia's independence
Floor Situation

H.Res. 518 is being considered on the floor under suspension of the rules and will require a two-thirds majority vote for passage.  This legislation was introduced by Representative Gregory Meeks (D-NY) on June 26, 2007.  The bill was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs whereupon the Committee agreed to allow the legislation to be considered under suspension of the rules. 

H.Res. 518 is expected to be considered by the House of Representatives on September 17, 2007.

Summary

H.Res. 518 recognizes the 50th anniversary of Malaysia's independence and expresses congratulations to Malaysia on reaching this national milestone.

Additionally, it expresses support for an ongoing strong bilateral relationship between the United States and Malaysia and the continued cooperation of the two countries in such important areas as counter-terrorism, counter-narcotics, and trade.

Background
Malaysia is made up of a conglomerate of islands in Southeast China and was controlled by the British beginning in 1880.  During WWII the country was occupied by Japan until their surrender in September of 1945.  The British Empire continued to exert control over the Malayan economy. After WWII, the Malayan Communist Party began a guerilla campaign against the occupying British.  This resulted in the British declaring an “emergency” which lead to a restricting of rights for the Malayan populace. 

After an agreement between Britain, China and Malay (which was the name of the area until it gained independence), Malaysia gained its independence on August 31, 1957.
Cost
At the time of printing the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) had not scored this legislation.

Staff Contact

For questions or further information contact Luke Hatzis at (202) 226-2302.
