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H.Res. 497 – Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that the Government of the People's Republic of China should immediately release from custody the children of Rebiya Kadeer and Canadian citizen Huseyin Celil and should refrain from further engaging in acts of cultural, linguistic, and religious suppression directed against the Uyghur people, and for other purposes
Floor Situation

H.Res. 497 is being considered on the floor under suspension of the rules and will require a two-thirds majority vote for passage.  This legislation was introduced by Representative Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL) on June 19, 2007.  The bill was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs whereupon the Committee agreed to allow the legislation to be considered under suspension of the rules. 

H.Res. 497 is expected to be considered by the House of Representatives on September 17, 2007.

Summary

H.Res. 497 expresses a sense of the House that the Government of the People's Republic of China should recognize, and seek to ensure, the linguistic, cultural, and religious rights of the Uyghur people of the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region.  Also, that China should immediately release the children of Rebiya Kadeer from incarceration and house arrest.  

Lastly, the legislation calls on China to cease harassment and intimidation of the Kadeer family members and that they should immediately release Canadian citizen Huseyin Celil and allow him to rejoin his family in Canada.
Background
In August of 1999, human rights leader Rebiya Kadeer, a Nobel Peace Prize nominee, and her family were first arrested while she was en route to meet with a delegation from the Congressional Research Service. She was held in prison on spurious charges until her release and exile to the United States in the spring of 2005.  
When she was released, her Chinese jailors told her not to advocate for human rights in Xinjiang and throughout China while in the United States or elsewhere.  She was also reminded that she had several family members residing in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR).

During her exile in America, Ms. Kadeer founded the International Uyghur Human Rights and Democracy Foundation and was elected President of the Uyghur American Association and President of the World Uyghur Congress in Munich, Germany.  As a result of this, two of Ms. Kadeer's sons were detained and beaten and one of her daughters was placed under house arrest in June 2006.  Since that incident, her family has been subjected to harassment and numerous imprisonments on questionable charges.

On April 19, 2007, a court in Urumqi, the capital of XUAR, sentenced Canadian citizen Huseyin Celil to life in prison for “splittism” (encouraging the separation of a region from the Country controlling that region) and “being party to a terrorist organization”.
Although he was naturalized as a Canadian Citizen in 2005, Chinese authorities have continued to refuse to recognize Mr. Celil's Canadian citizenship, have denied Canadian diplomats access to the courtroom when Mr. Celil was sentenced, and have refused to grant consular access to Mr. Celil in prison.
The Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson has publicly warned Canada “not to interfere in China's domestic affairs” after Mr. Celil's sentencing.
This legislation calls on China to return these citizens to their countries of origin and cease harassment of their families.

Cost
At the time of printing the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) had not scored this legislation.
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