[image: image1.jpg]www.GOP.aav.

i)
m HOUSE REPUBLICAN CONFERENCE

CHAIRMAN ADAM PLUTNAM  WASHINGTON D.G. 2262302




H.Res. 238 – Commending the first democratic elections in Aceh, a province in Sumatra, Indonesia, and expressing support for the further democratic development and implementation of the Helsinki Memorandum of Understanding
Floor Situation

H.Res. 238 is being considered on the floor under suspension of the rules and will require a two-thirds majority vote for passage.  This legislation was introduced by Representative Joseph Crowley (D-NY) on March 12, 2007.  The bill was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs whereupon the Committee agreed to allow the legislation to be considered under suspension of the rules. 

H.Res. 238 is expected to be considered by the House of Representatives on September 17, 2007.

Summary

H.Res. 238 commends the area of Aceh, a province in Sumatra, Indonesia, on holding their first democratic elections.  

H.Res. 238 expresses the House of Representative’s ongoing support for further democratic developments of Aceh and the Helsinki Memorandum of Understanding signed by the Government of Indonesia and the Free Aceh Movement on August 15, 2005.

Additionally, H.Res. 238 encourages the Secretary of State and the Administrator of the United States Agency for International Development to commit resources to assist in supporting the peace and building a strong civil society in Aceh.  

Background
Aceh was colonized by Holland in the late 1800’s.  In 1949, Holland signed a treaty with Indonesia and transferred the land of Aceh to control under Indonesia.  The area of Aceh has struggled to become an autonomous region for most of its history.  In December of 1976, the area issued a Declaration of Independence and that began the thirty year period of armed struggle between Aceh and Indonesia.
On August 15, 2005 the Government of Indonesia and the Free Aceh Movement signed a Memorandum of Understanding, in Helsinki.  This understanding ended three decades of armed conflict between the province of Aceh and Indonesia.  According to the terms of the agreement, the Free Aceh Movement has demobilized its military troops and decommissioned its arms and the Government of Indonesia has withdrawn its nonorganic military and police forces from Aceh.
On December 11, 2006, the first democratic and peaceful gubernatorial and district administrative elections in Aceh were held.   More than 80 percent of entitled Acehnese voted.  Irwandi Yusuf, a former leader of the Free Aceh Movement, won the gubernatorial election with more than 38 percent of total votes.

Cost
At the time of printing the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) had not scored this legislation.

Staff Contact

For questions or further information contact Luke Hatzis at (202) 226-2302.
