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H.Res. 639 – Commending the actions of the Government of Germany and its cooperation with United States intelligence agencies in preventing a large-scale terrorist attack against locations in Germany, including sites frequented by Americans
Floor Situation

H.Res. 639 is being considered on the floor under suspension of the rules and will require a two-thirds majority vote for passage.  This legislation was introduced by Representative Elton Gallegly (R-CA) on September 6, 2007.  The bill was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, but was never considered.
H.Res. 639 is expected to be considered by the House of Representatives on September 17, 2007.

Summary

H.Res. 639 commends the efforts of German law enforcement authorities in preventing a large-scale terrorist attack on numerous targets in Germany, including sites frequented by Americans.

The legislation also recognizes the role of United States intelligence agencies in providing critical information to German authorities in their investigation and apprehension of the suspected terrorists and commends the intelligence community of Germany for its outstanding work in identifying the persons seeking to carry out this terrorist plot.

Additionally, H.Res. 639 condemns those individuals who would use acts of violence against innocent civilians to spread a message of hate and intolerance and urges the allies of the United States in the global war against terrorism to remain steadfast in their efforts to defeat international terrorism.

Background
On September 4, 2007, German police arrested three people for planning large-scale terrorist attacks against locations in Germany, including sites frequented by Americans. Possible targets included Ramstein Air Base, which serves as headquarters for United States Air Forces in Europe and is also a North Atlantic Treaty Organization installation, and Frankfurt Airport, the third largest airport in Europe.

Working with the United States, 300 German police and other law enforcement officials investigated 41 homes across Germany and then raided the homes in a highly well-planned operation. 

According to German authorities, the three suspects belonged to a German cell of Islamic Jihad Union, a radical Sunni group based in Central Asia with links to Al Qaeda.

This legislation commends the actions of Germany in assisting in the Global War on Terror.
Cost
At the time of printing the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) had not scored this legislation.

Staff Contact

For questions or further information contact Luke Hatzis at (202) 226-2302.
