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H.Res. 1166 – Expressing the sense of the House of 
Representatives regarding provocative and dangerous statements 
and actions taken by the Government of the Russian Federation 
that undermine the territorial integrity of the Republic of Georgia 

 
FLOOR SITUATION 

 
H.Res. 1166 is being considered on the floor under suspension of the rules and will require a two-thirds 
majority vote for passage.  This legislation was introduced by Representative Robert Wexler (D-FL) on 
April 29, 2008.  The bill was reported out of the Committee on Foreign Affairs where the committee 
agreed to consider the legislation under suspension of the rules. 
 
H.Res. 1166 is expected to be considered on May 5, 2008. 
 

SUMMARY 
 

H.Res. 1166 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

 Condemns recent decisions made by the Government of the Russian Federation to establish 
`official ties' with the regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia. A process that violates the 
sovereignty of the Republic of Georgia and the commitments of the Government of the Russian 
Federation to international peacekeeping; 

 
 Calls upon the Government of the Russian Federation to immediately revoke its decision to 

establish `official ties' with the regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia; 
 

 Strongly supports the restoration of the territorial integrity of the Republic of Georgia and a 
peaceful resolution of the conflicts within Georgia's internationally recognized borders; 

 
 Encourages the Government of the Russian Federation to work with the Government of Georgia, 

the peoples of Abkhazia and South Ossetia, and the international community to find a peaceful 
solution to the conflict; 

 
 Welcomes the measured reaction of the Government of the Republic of Georgia to recent 

developments and commends President Saakashvili's latest initiatives to resolve territorial 
conflicts through peaceful means; 

 
 Calls on United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to conduct an investigation of the April 

20, 2008, incident in which an unarmed Georgian reconnaissance aircraft was shot down by what 
reports indicate was a missile launched from a Russian MIG-29 fighter jet; 

 
 Urges all parties to the conflicts in the Republic of Georgia and governments around the world to 

eschew rhetoric and actions that escalate tensions and undermine efforts to negotiate a peaceful 
settlement to the conflicts; and 

 
 Supports the declaration of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization's (NATO) Bucharest Summit in 

Romania, which stated that the Republic of Georgia will become a member of NATO and 
reiterates its support for the commitment to the further enlargement of NATO to include 
democratic governments that are able and willing to meet the responsibilities of membership, 
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and urges the foreign ministers of NATO. member states at their meeting in December 2008 to 
consider favorably the application of the Government of the Republic of Georgia's Membership 
Action Plan. 

 
BACKGROUND 

 
The Republic of Georgia is a former Russian province that declared its independence from the USSR in 
1991.  While cease-fires are currently in effect, there are ongoing separatist conflicts in two regions of 
Georgia, Abkhazia and South Ossetia.  The government of Georgia has proposed autonomous status for 
South Ossetia within Georgia.  South Ossetia has voted for independence from Georgia, and Abkhaz de 
facto authorities continue to seek independence from Georgia. 
 
The Republic of Georgia has accused Russia of using its troops and influence to encourage violence in 
both regions.  Russia has offered people in the region passports, money, and the ability to vote in 
Russian elections.     
 
On April 16, 2008 the Russian Federation announced that it would have “official ties” with both Abkhazia 
and South Ossetia.  They will recognize their official documents and legal entities of the two separatist 
regions.  According to Georgian officials, Russia is trying to annex these territories, even though they are 
within the boundaries of the Republic of Georgia. 
 
Although Georgia continues to work towards a peaceful solution towards with the two separatist regions, 
Russia supports Abkhazia and South Ossetia in their rebellions against Georgia. 
 
On April 23, 2008, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice stated that “The United States is firmly committed 
to the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Georgia, that we support Georgia's efforts to make certain 
that the people of Abkhazia and South Ossetia feel fully a part of Georgia, and that we are very 
concerned at the recent move by the Russian Federation, the presidential decree that was issued.” 
 

STAFF CONTACT 
 

For questions or further information contact Luke Hatzis at (202) 226-2302. 


